
Photography 
Associate in Fine Arts (AFA) and Associate in 

Arts & Sciences, Direct Transfer (DTA) 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
The Photography program at EvCC emphasizes a balance of concept and craft. Our course 
of study integrates technical skills with the critical thought, visual literacy, and creativity 
required for effective and powerful visual communication. Students develop proficiency in 
digital photography from capture and studio lighting through to print and online 
presentation. Students graduate with a strong body of work and the practical skills to 
successfully begin their photography career or transfer to a four-year art institution or 
university. 

The Photography program at EvCC offers two pathways towards a degree: 

The Associate in Fine Arts (AFA) degree. Designed for students aiming towards their 
professional career in the photographic arts, the concentrated AFA program of study dives 
deep into photography while also rounding out the experience with courses in the related 
disciplines of Graphics and Web Design and Studio Arts. Students graduate with a strong 
portfolio as well as gallery exhibition experience. Graduates and their portfolios are ready 
for the consideration of employers, clients, and or transfer universities. (Note: The 
Evergreen State College accepts the AFA degree as a block of 90 transfer credits) 

 
The Associate in Arts and Sciences (DTA) degree. Designed for students with the 
intention to transfer directly to a university within Washington state to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree. The DTA program of study allows the student to complete most or all 
of the lower division, general education requirements typically required within a 
bachelor’s degree, as well as some foundational photography classes. The complete 
description of this degree program, with a checklist, is provided in the Associate of Art 
and Sciences – Direct Transfer guide. Students interested in transferring to an out of state 
university or school of art are encouraged to meet with their program advisor after entry 
advising has been completed. 

 
GETTING STARTED: 

Entry advising provides information about application, course selection and registration, 
orientation and registration for new students. All new students should contact the 
Advising Center, Rainier Hall, Room 104, 425.388.9339, www.everettcc.edu/advising. 

 
PROGRAM ADVISING: 

For specific information on the photography program contact: 

Ellen Felsenthal - efelsenthal@everettcc.edu 425-388-9149, Whitehorse 215 

Nancy Jones – njones@everettcc.edu 425-388-9366, Whitehorse 213 
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WHAT TO EXPECT 

First year students begin building a solid foundation in photography, emphasizing visual 
critical theories and technical practices. Effective digital camera operation, post processing 
strategies in Lightroom and Photoshop, visual theory, and design principles are emphasized 
in these initial courses. In addition, photography students explore the influences of 
photographic pioneers of the 19th and 20th centuries in Photo 230, the History of 
Photography. Students then progress to the study of Zone System principles as applied to 
digital capture, RAW image capture and processing, digital black & white imaging, critical 
analysis, and various alternative processes. Spring terms finds students well grounded in 
visual design, critique and technical practices and ready to enter the studio for their first of 
two commercial photographic lighting courses in the program. 

 
Second year students enroll in a three-part series emphasizing advanced digital processes. 
Topics include color theory, digital retouching and restoration, masking and compositing, 
experimental image making, advanced digital printing, High Dynamic Range (HDR) 
processes, and thematic image making. Other coursework includes the study of lighting and 
studio applications, along with an extended visual thesis project and professional practices & 
portfolio development. 

 
Students pay computer lab and digital arts lab fees. The fee amounts are based on 
anticipated equipment and supply use for the class. 

CAREER OPTIONS 
 
Career opportunities in photography are as limitless as are student objectives. Photography 
is an integral part of many industries - advertising, print and digital journalism, fashion and 
marketing, portraiture and publicity, scientific and medical research, documentation and 
illustration, to name only a few. Photography is also a fine art, providing infinite personal 
meaning and growth. This is often the route taken by students interested in transferring to 
a university art program or interested in gallery exhibition. 

Graduates with the AFA or AAS- DTA are prepared to begin careers such as those listed 
here. Many of our students choose to pursue both the AFA & DTA degrees simultaneously. 

● Commercial, editorial, or portrait photographer 

● Photo Editor or Assistant Art Director 

● Retoucher and Digital Assistant 

● Creative content provider 

● Photo studio manager 

● Social Media image stream manager 

● Stylist 

● Photojournalist 



Associate in Fine Arts in Photography, AFA degree 
Example Path with a Fall Start 

 
FIRST YEAR (49 Credits) 
Fall (17)  Pathway 

(2) COLL 101 – College Success 
(5) Photo 110 – Beginning Photography 
(5) ART 110 – Art Foundations and Design 
(5) Photo 230* – History of Photo (Humanities req) 
 

Winter (15) Pathway 
(5) Photo 111 – Black and White Digital Photography 
(5) English 101D 
(5) GRAPH 172 – Visual Digital Tools 

Spring (17) Pathway 
(5) Photo 243* – Studio Lighting for Photo and Video and or 
(5) Photo 112* – Creative Explorations and 
(3) Photo 195* – 1st Year Portfolio Review 
(5) Social Science (CMST &102 recommended)* 
(5) Basic Communication Skills* 

Summer 
optional 

 

SECOND YEAR (45 Credits) 

Fall (15) Pathway 
(5) Photo 210* – Color Theory: Concept and Practice 
(5) Photo 244* – Studio Lighting For Portraiture  
(5) Quantitative Skill* 

Winter (15)  Pathway 
(5) Photo 211* – Advanced Processes 
(5) Business 150 – Principles of Marketing 
(5) Natural Science* 



Spring (15) Pathway 
(5) Photo 212* – Visual Thesis 
(5) ART 295* or PHOTO 295 – Professional Practices 
(5) Photo 243* – Studio Lighting for Photo and Video or  
(5) Photo 112* – Creative Explorations whichever not taken SpY1 

 
* Note: Courses with an * are usually offered only in the quarter indicated. Please work with an advisor in the program.  
* ## Note: Thesis Project. 

 
 

CHECKLIST: 
Please use the checklist associated with your degree plan. 

 
● All students begin with Entry Advising. 

 
● Students generally meet with program advisors after the first term is 

completed, but are encouraged to contact us before beginning the program. 
 

● This checklist is targeted at students with an interest in PHOTOGRAPHY. 
Students should meet with an advisor and maintain this checklist while at 
Everett Community College. 

 
● The quarter before expected completion, this checklist should be submitted 

with a diploma application to the Enrollment Services Office. 
 

● Courses listed with an ampersand in the course number (e.g. ENGL&101) 
reflect the Common Course Numbering System 

 
 
 
 

For information about graduation rates, the median debt of students who completed the program, and other important information, please 
visit the EvCC web site at www.everettcc.edu/gainfulemployment.  
 
Everett Community College does not discriminate based on, but not limited to, race, color, national origin, citizenship, ethnicity, language, 
culture, age, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, pregnancy or parental status, marital status, actual or perceived 
disability, use of service animal, economic status, military or veteran status, spirituality or religion, or genetic information in its programs, 
activities, or employment. The Title IX Coordinator has been designated to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies and can 
be reached at 2000 Tower Street, Everett, WA 98201, TitleIXCoordinator@everettcc.edu, or 425-388-9271. This publication is effective 
Winter 2021.  
 
The College reserves the right to change courses, programs, degrees and requirements. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of 
correct information by routinely checking with Enrollment Services and/or the advisors listed in this publication. Requirements applicable to 
all certificates and degrees are published in the College Catalog. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to create any offer to 
contract or any contractual rights. For more information, call 425.388.9219, Everett Community College, 2000 Tower Street, Everett, WA 
98201, www.everettcc.edu 

http://www.everettcc.edu/gainfulemployment
mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@everettcc.edu
http://www.everettcc.edu/
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Associate in Fine Arts in Photography 
 

Student:   Date:    
 

Advisor Signature:                                                                             Date:    
 

 COMPLETION of Diversity Course 
(Where Completed/Course Title)             (Year Completed)          (Grade) 

 
 Course Number  Course Title   Credits  Quarter Completed   Grade 

 
COLL 101 (2 credits) 
 
BASIC COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS - (10 credits total.) 

2        

ENGL& 101D English Composition I 5 ____________ ____________ 
Suggested credits from:    

CMST 103 or &220, ENG102,      5  ____________       

BASIC QUANTITATIVE SKILLS - (5 credits.) 
Suggested credits: 

   

MATH&107, PHIL&120, BUS130    5                            
(Note: BUS 130 is not intended for transfer)    

 
NATURAL SCIENCE - (5 Credits) 

 
   

 
5 

 
   

 
         

HUMANITIES - (5 Credits)     

PHOTO 230 History of Photography 5             

SOCIAL SCIENCE - (5 Credits)     

Select from:    5          
CMST &102 (Introduction to Mass Media), 
PHIL 110 (Social Ethics), PHIL &115 (Critical Thinking), 
POLS 210D (The Politics of Diversity), SOC 248 (Women, Religion & Society) 

 
EMPHASIS SKILLS - 
PHOTO 110 

(40 credits. The listed credits are required.) 
Intro Digital Photography 

 
5 

 
   

  
   

PHOTO 111  Black & White Digital Photography 5    

PHOTO 112  Creative Explorations 5    

PHOTO 210 
PHOTO 230 

Adv Color Theory and Practice 
History of Photography       

PHOTO 211 Advanced Processes 5 
PHOTO 212 Visual Thesis 5 
PHOTO 243 Studio Photography for Photo 5 

and Video       
PHOTO 244 Studio Photography for 5 

portraiture       

INTERDISCIPLINARY SKILLS - (15 credits.) 
ART 110 Art Foundations and Design 5       
GRAPH 172 Visual Digital Tools 5 

  

Interdisciplinary elective: 
FILM 100, DRMA& 101 or 
ART 115, 111, 212, 270 or other 
Studio Art course – See advisor             

 

PORTFOLIO REVIEW - (3 credits.) 
PHOTO  195 Foundation Portfolio Review 3       
FINAL PRESENTATION - (5 credits.) 
PHOTO 295 or ART 295 Professional Practices 5       

 

Total: Minimum 90 credits required, with a 2.0 minimum GPA. 

 



Associate in Arts and Sciences – Direct Transfer 
This checklist is targeted at transfer students with an interest in pursuing a PHOTOGRAPHY degree at a four-year institution. 
Students should meet with an advisor and maintain this checklist while at Everett Community College. The quarter before expected 
completion, this checklist should be submitted with a diploma application to the Enrollment Services Office. This checklist refers to 
requirements listed in the curriculum guide titled “Associate in Arts and Sciences – Direct Transfer”, which lists all the courses which 
are approved for the various categories of requirements. Note: Though courses in a foreign language are not required in the DTA 
degree, some universities may require two or three quarters of foreign language for admission or for graduation. 

Courses listed with an ampersand in the course number (e.g. ENGL&101) reflect the Common Course Numbering System. 
 

Student:  Advisor Signature:  Date:    
 

□ COMPLETION of College Success Course    
Where completed/Course Title 

   
Year Completed 

   
Grade 

 
□ COMPLETION of Diversity Course 

 
   

Where completed/Course Title 

 
   

Year Completed 

 
   

Grade 
 

 Course Number  Course Title  Credits  Quarter Completed  Grade 
 

BASIC COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS - (10 credits total, at least 5 in English Composition.) 
ENGL& 101D English Composition I 5 

BASIC QUANTITATIVE SKILLS - (5 credits, see list of approved courses in Quantitative Skills on the AAS-DTA list.) 
5 

HUMANITIES - (15 credits from the DTA approved Humanities List. See Note. Recommend ART 110, PHOTO 230.) 
 
 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE - (15 credits from the DTA approved Social Science List. See Note 1. Recommend CMST& 102) 
 
 

 

NATURAL SCIENCES - (15 credits from the DTA approved Natural Science List, including lab science. See Note 1. ) 
Lab: 

     

 
 

SUGGESTED ELECTIVES – (A maximum of 30 credits may be allowed in electives, selected from the A and B lists on the DTA checklist. A maximum of 
15 credits can be from the B list. Please consult an advisor in order to select the courses best suited to your transfer needs.) 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

Total: Minimum 90 credits required, with a 2.0 minimum GPA. 
 

Note: Courses must be from three different disciplines. No more than 10 credits in any one discipline may be used in Humanities, 
Social Science, and Natural Science. No more than 5 Humanities credits may be earned from the Performance Skills Humanities 
courses. 

PHOTO 110 Introduction to Digital Photography 5 
PHOTO 111 Black & White Digital Photography 5 
PHOTO 112 Creative Explorations 5 
PHOTO 210 Advanced Color Theory & Practice 5 
PHOTO 211 Advanced Processes 5 
PHOTO 212 Visual Thesis Project 5 

 

http://www.everettcc.edu/files/programs/aas-dta-current-classes.pdf
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